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Consider the reading levels a child goes through. You start them out on baby board books.

Slooowly you start reading them picture books. Once they've a grasp on that then they start reading

on their own with easy readers. A couple years in and it's time to move on to early chapter books.

Finally, and with great relief all around, they're reading thick 500-page fantasy novels and everyone

is happy. Now which one of those reading levels is, to your mind, the most difficult to find? Which is

to say, which reading level seriously lacks in the quality-writing-department when all is said and

done? My answer would have to be the early chapter books. Picture and baby board books are a

dime a dozen and if you doubt the sheer quantity of easy readers out there, come on down to my



library sometime. No, it's early chapter books I worry about. Around this time you want to start luring

the kids with writing that's a little more sophisticated. Sure, you could hand them #43 in the Droon

series and be done with it, but wouldn't you like to hand them a fun book that talks about other

cultures and features sympathetic characters and realistic concerns? Basically what I'm saying is,

strong literature written in an early chapter book format is a rare beastie. "Rickshaw Girl", by Mitali

Perkins therefore manages to be all he stronger when you consider how rare a title it really is.

Funny, smart, and chock full of the sights, sounds, and smells of Bangladesh, Perkins offers up a

delightful book that distinguishes itself from the pack.Ask Naima the one thing she's good at doing

and she'll tell you right off the bat that it's alpanas.
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